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Mass. weighs commercial striped bass fishing ban
By Jay Lindsay
Associated Press Writer  January 18, 2010

BOSTON—The feisty and enormously popular striped bass would be off limits
to all commercial fishermen in Massachusetts under a proposal being
considered by state lawmakers.

The bill would ban the commercial catch of
striped bass in state waters and limit recreational fishermen to taking home one
striped bass per day -- down from two -- while imposing new size restrictions.

The proposal to make stripers a "game fish" comes at a time when regulators
say the once-rare sport fish is abundant, not overfished and reproducing at a
healthy clip. But the bill's backers say the science is off and fear regulators are
setting up a population crash by allowing commercial fishermen to pluck out
the most productive stripers -- large females.

"They managed to crash the fish once before, why do we want to let them do it
again?" said Craig Caldwell, a recreational fisherman and member of Stripers
Forever, a group that supports the bill and "advocates eliminating all
commercial fishing for wild striped bass," according to a mission statement.

Darren Saletta, a commercial fishermen from Chatham, said the bill is being
driven by Stripers Forever's "greedy intention of retaining the entire catch for
their recreational side."

If saving fish is the goal, Saletta said, it makes no sense to go after commercial
fishermen when recreational fishermen catch more than 80 percent of the
stripers landed in Massachusetts. Still, he added, there are plenty of striped
bass.

"(Striped bass) is a poster child for fisheries," he said. "It's healthy. It's
flourishing. ... It's creating jobs. It's putting food on the table."

Stripers are popular among sport fishermen because they can be tough to catch
and are fiery fighters when hooked. Fishermen are protective of the stripers
because they saw the stock collapse to about 5 million fish in 1982, before
rebounding to an estimated 56 million in 2007, according to the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission, which manages stripers on the Atlantic coast.

The bill's sponsor, Rep. Matthew Patrick, D-Falmouth, said a healthy striper
stock is worth about $1 billion to the state's tourism business, and keeping it
robust is essential.

"The worst thing that could happen is for this fishery to collapse again," he said.
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The bill's advocates see troubling signs, including a wasting disease that's hit
the species, anecdotal evidence of fewer fish and federal numbers that showed a
steep 71 percent drop in stripers landed in Massachusetts -- from about 9
million in 2006 to about 2.6 million last year.

Patrick said he's also troubled by a decline in the number of breeding females,
which fell from 2003 to 2008, though the 2008 estimate is still higher than any
year in the two decades before 2003. Continued...

MORE ARTICLES IN MASS.

Start your week off right with in-depth coverage. Subscribe now to the Globe.

READER COMMENTS »
View reader comments (0) »   Comment on this story »

 

MOST E-MAILED

1. Brown supporters trying to suppress vote by bullying

2. For Coakley, ominous sign

3. Why Berklee is teaching its students to compose scores for video
games

4. Wellesley school staff given insulin in flu-vaccine error

5. Vote today - for health's sake

6. Playing the hating game

7. Partnered in the struggle for a place to call home

RECOMMENDED SEARCHES

ABOUT THIS LIST

Scenes from the polls

GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS

A night of glamorous stars on
the red carpet

GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS

See highlights and winners
from this year's show

PARTY PHOTOS

Brave souls take a polar
plunge in Quincy in Bill Brett's
photos

PLUS...
Blogs Crossword Comics
Horoscopes Games Lottery
Caption contest Today in

history

RECIPES Warming dishes
Green living
Obituaries

Weather
Sudoku
Relationships

| |

| | |

| |

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/18/mass_weighs_commercial_striped_bass_fishing_ban?page=1
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/18/mass_weighs_commercial_striped_bass_fishing_ban?page=2
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/18/mass_weighs_commercial_striped_bass_fishing_ban?page=2
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/18/mass_weighs_commercial_striped_bass_fishing_ban?page=2
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/?camp=related-articles:on:link:article-page:more
http://bostonglobe.com/subscriber/offer/go/zip.asp?cd=WW049774&od=372
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/18/mass_weighs_commercial_striped_bass_fishing_ban/?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/18/mass_weighs_commercial_striped_bass_fishing_ban/?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/18/mass_weighs_commercial_striped_bass_fishing_ban/?comments=all#readerComm
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/18/mass_weighs_commercial_striped_bass_fishing_ban/?comments=all#addComm
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/local/default/1228375839/SPONSOR1/boston/default/empty.gif/54426768756b724b436b6741446c3069
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/local/default/1264232070/SPONSOR2/boston/default/empty.gif/54426768756b724b436b6741446c3069
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/local/default/2100472192/SPONSOR3/boston/default/empty.gif/54426768756b724b436b6741446c3069
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/local/default/2120448726/SPONSOR4/boston/default/empty.gif/54426768756b724b436b6741446c3069
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/local/default/2027726149/SPONSOR5/boston/default/empty.gif/54426768756b724b436b6741446c3069
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/local/default/672070286/SPONSOR6/boston/default/empty.gif/54426768756b724b436b6741446c3069
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/local/default/L33/1447336355/RIGHT1/boston/m_scottbrown011710_news_SKY/Brown_160x600_Jan19.jpg/54426768756b724b436b6741446c3069
http://tools.boston.com/pass-it-on/popular?time=hour&p1=MEWell_See_Full_List
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2010/01/18/brown_supporters_trying_to_suppress_vote_by_bullying/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed1
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/19/for_coakley_ominous_sign/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed2
http://www.boston.com/ae/music/articles/2010/01/19/berklee_is_teaching_students_to_compose_scores_for_video_games/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed3
http://www.boston.com/ae/music/articles/2010/01/19/berklee_is_teaching_students_to_compose_scores_for_video_games/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed3
http://www.boston.com/news/education/k_12/articles/2010/01/19/wellesley_school_staff_given_insulin_in_flu_vaccine_error/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed4
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/editorials/articles/2010/01/19/vote_today___for_healths_sake/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed5
http://www.boston.com/sports/columnists/gasper/2010/01/the_patriots_di.html?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed6
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/19/partnered_in_the_struggle_for_a_place_to_call_home/?p1=Well_MostPop_Emailed7
http://www.boston.com/help/search/hottest_help/
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/gallery/011910senate_election_day/
http://www.boston.com/ae/tv/gallery/goldenglobes10/
http://www.boston.com/ae/tv/gallery/goldenglobes10/
http://www.boston.com/ae/tv/gallery/goldenglobes10/
http://www.boston.com/ae/tv/gallery/goldenglobes10/
http://www.boston.com/ae/tv/gallery/goldenglobehighlights10/
http://www.boston.com/ae/tv/gallery/goldenglobehighlights10/
http://www.boston.com/ae/tv/gallery/goldenglobehighlights10/
http://www.boston.com/ae/tv/gallery/goldenglobehighlights10/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/specials/bill_brett/latest
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/specials/bill_brett/latest
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/specials/bill_brett/latest
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/specials/bill_brett/latest
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/specials/bill_brett/latest
http://www.boston.com/news/blogs/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Crossword
http://www.boston.com/ae/puzzles/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Crossword
http://www.boston.com/ae/comics/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Comics
http://www.uclick.com/client/bos/el/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Horoscopes
http://games.boston.com/?p1=Bottom_Plus_Games
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/numbers/lottery.html?p1=Bottom_Plus_Lottery
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/toons/?p1=Bottom_Plus_CaptionContest
http://www.boston.com/news/history/?p1=Bottom_Plus_TodayinHistory
http://www.boston.com/news/history/?p1=Bottom_Plus_TodayinHistory
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Warming+dishes&s.tab=recipes&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_1
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Green+living&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_2
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Obituaries&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_3
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Weather&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_4
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Sudoku&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_5
http://search.boston.com/local/Search.do?s.sm.query=Relationships&s.isBrowse=y&p12=search_recommended_6


Mass. weighs commercial striped bass fishing ban - Boston.com

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2010/01/18/mass_weighs_commercial_striped_bass_fishing_ban/?page=1[1/19/2010 11:23:08 AM]

  

Home  Today's Globe  News  Business  Sports  Lifestyle  A&E  Things to Do  Travel  Cars  Jobs  Real Estate  Local Search

CONTACT BOSTON.COM  Help  Advertise  Work here  Privacy Policy  Newsletters  Mobile  RSS feeds  Sitemap  Make Boston.com your homepage

CONTACT THE BOSTON GLOBE  Subscribe  Manage your subscription  Advertise  The Boston Globe Extras  The Boston Globe Store  © 2010 NY Times Co.

 

| | | | | | | | | | | |

| | | | | | | | |

| | | | | |

http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/local/default/1825799253/POPUP/boston/default/empty.gif/54426768756b724b436b6741446c3069
http://rmedia.boston.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.boston.com/news/local/default/1941664808/EXTRA/boston/default/empty.gif/54426768756b724b436b6741446c3069
http://www.boston.com/
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/
http://www.boston.com/news/
http://www.boston.com/business/
http://www.boston.com/sports/
http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/
http://www.boston.com/ae/
http://www.boston.com/thingstodo/
http://www.boston.com/travel/
http://www.boston.com/cars/
http://www.boston.com/jobs/
http://www.boston.com/realestate/
http://www.boston.com/search/
http://www.boston.com/help/bostoncom_info/
http://www.boston.com/help/
http://www.boston.com/mediakit/bgm/index.html
http://boston.monster.com/search.aspx?q=%22boston.com%22&cy=us&cnme=boston&sid=40&re=100&jto=1
http://www.boston.com/help/privacy_policy/
http://members.boston.com/reg/login.do?dispatch=loginpage&p1=Foot_ContactBostonCom_Newsletters
http://www.boston.com/tools/mobile/
http://www.boston.com/tools/rss/
http://spiderbites.boston.com/sitemap-service/Home.xml
http://www.boston.com/help/homepage/
http://bostonglobe.com/aboutus/contact_us/default.aspx
http://bostonglobe.com/subscribers/homedelivery.aspx?id=5278
http://bostonglobe.com/subscribers/custserv.aspx?id=5274
https://bostonglobe.com/advertiser/
http://bostonglobe.com/subscribers/extras/index.aspx
http://services.bostonglobe.com/globestore/category.cgi?category=0&source=bcomfooter&kw=bcomfooter1

	boston.com
	Mass. weighs commercial striped bass fishing ban - Boston.com


	NzX2Zpc2hpbmdfYmFuLz9wYWdlPTEA: 
	form5: 
	s.sm.query: 
	input2: 




